Grace’s Cruises - Insider Travel Tip: Getting to Your Cruise - Without Stress

Flights, Hotels & Ground Transportation Done Right

A cruise vacation should begin with excitement — not anxiety. One of the most overlooked parts of
cruise planning is how you get to the ship, and just as importantly, how you get home. Smart
decisions around flights, pre-cruise stays, and ground transportation can protect your investment,
save money, and dramatically improve your overall experience.

After 25+ years in the travel industry — and countless cruises personally and professionally — I've
seen what works, what doesn’t, and where travelers can easily get caught off guard. This guide walks
you through the key considerations so you can travel confidently, whether it’s your first cruise or your
fifteenth.

7« Part 1: Flying to Your Cruise: Same Day vs. Arriving Early
One of the most common questions I'm asked is:
“Should we fly in the day our cruise departs, or arrive earlier?”

The answer depends on where you’re flying from, where the cruise departs, and how much risk
you’re comfortable with.

& Cruises Departing from North America

For cruises sailing from ports such as Miami, Fort Lauderdale, Orlando (Port Canaveral), Los
Angeles, or Vancouver, many guests fly in on the same day as embarkation — especially if they live
relatively close.

o East Coast travelers often fly in early morning for Caribbean cruises
o West Coast travelers may fly overnight, arriving the morning of departure
o Others choose to arrive one day early and stay near the port for peace of mind

Same-day arrival can work — but it leaves little margin for error. Weather delays, mechanical issues,
or missed connections can quickly turn into missed sailings.

@ Cruises Departing Outside North America
For cruises originating in Europe, Asia, Australia, or beyond, flights are almost always overnight
and typically involve at least one connection. This is where risk increases significantly.

Flight delays are common, and tight connections can snowball quickly. That’s why | always
recommend:

e At least 3 hours between connecting flights

e Avoiding the last flight of the day when possible

e Strongly considering arriving 1-2 nights before embarkation

Many experienced cruisers now treat the embarkation city as part of the vacation. Arriving early
allows time to adjust to jet lag, explore iconic landmarks, and start the cruise relaxed rather than
rushed.

| routinely assist clients with:
¢ Hotel recommendations close to the port or city center
e Pre-cruise sightseeing ideas
e Private transfers or easy transport options
e Seamless flight + hotel coordination



T Why a Pre-Cruise Hotel Stay Is Often Worth It
A short pre-cruise stay can:
¢ Protect against missed connections
Reduce stress on embarkation day
Allow flexibility if luggage is delayed
Help you adjust to time zones
Turn travel days into vacation days

Whether it's one night or two, | can guide you on which neighborhoods make sense, which hotels
offer easy port access, and what’s realistically doable in a short stay — anywhere in the world.

& Part 2: Smarter Ground Transportation — To & From the Ship
Ground transportation is another area where many travelers unknowingly overspend.
Cruise line transfers are convenient, but they’re not always the best option — or the best value.

On a recent cruise, the ship quoted $150 USD for transportation from the port to Miami Airport, while
an Uber cost just $50 USD for the same trip — a significant difference.

# When Rideshare or Private Transfers Make Sense
e Major ports with excellent infrastructure (Miami, Fort Lauderdale, Vancouver, Barcelona, etc)
e Guests traveling light
e Flexible flight times
e Comfort with Uber/Lyft or private car services

%% When Cruise Transfers May Be The Better Choice
Very early flights

Large groups

Guests with mobility concerns

Ports with limited rideshare access

Tight disembarkation schedules

There’s no one-size-fits-all solution. The best choice depends on:
e Your ship’s arrival time

Airport distance

Luggage needs

Flight departure time

Comfort level with local transportation

This is where expert guidance makes a difference. | help clients weigh convenience vs. cost and
choose the smartest, safest option — not just the easiest one to book.

A Few Extra Tips (Especially For First-Time Cruisers)
v Avoid booking flights too early in the morning on disembarkation day
v Always confirm airport distance from the port — some are farther than expected
v Have a backup plan in case of delays
v Don’t assume cruise transfers are mandatory — they’re optional

Transportation decisions are often tied to flight times, cabin selection, and even itinerary planning.



Final Thoughts From Grace

Getting to your cruise shouldn’t feel like the hardest part of your vacation. With thoughtful planning,
realistic timing, and the right advice, you can start your journey calm, confident, and excited —
exactly how a cruise should begin.

If you'd like help planning flights, hotels, or ground transportation for an upcoming cruise, I'm always
happy to assist.

Grace Markus

Virtuoso Top Producer / Senior Luxury Travel and Cruise Advisor

Toll Free: 1-844-84 SHIPS (1-844-847-4477) ext 102

Direct Line / Text: 604-265-4782 / 604-897-5483 Email: grace@qracescruises.com
Grace’s Cruises of the Week: http://gracescruises.com/
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