
      Grace's Cruises - Insider Travel Tip  
Best Cruise Lines by Travel Style 

 
Find the perfect cruise experience based on how you like to travel.   
Choosing the right cruise line can make all the difference. Not all cruise lines are the same.  Each 
offers a different style, atmosphere, and level of inclusions. The key is finding the one that matches 
your travel personality. 
 
Here’s a simple guide to help you narrow it down.   
  
 

1.         Mainstream & Family-Friendly Cruising  
These cruise lines offer fun, variety, and great value, with larger ships and a wide range of activities.  
 
Best for: 

• Families, groups, and multi-generational travel 

• Entertainment, activities, and variety 

• First-time cruisers 

• Great value and wide itinerary options 
 
Cruise Lines: 

• Carnival 

• Norwegian Cruise Line (NCL) 

• Royal Caribbean 

• Disney Cruise Line 
 

    These ships are often larger, with more dining options, entertainment, and things to do especially 

great for active travelers.  
 
 

2.      Classic & Refined Cruising  
These cruise lines offer a more traditional cruise experience, with a relaxed pace, refined 
atmosphere, and strong focus on service. 
 
Best for: 

• Couples and mature travelers  

• Better food, service, and refined atmosphere   

• Fewer crowds and more relaxed pace 
 
Cruise Lines: 

• Celebrity Cruises 

• Holland America Line 

• Cunard Line 

• Princess Cruises 
 

    If you enjoy a more relaxed pace, traditional dining, and destination-focused itineraries, this style 

of cruising is often the perfect fit. 
 



 
 

3.      Premium Cruising  
These cruise lines offer a more elevated experience, with smaller ships, enhanced cuisine, and a 
stronger focus on destinations. 
 
Best for: 

• Experienced cruisers looking to step up their experience 

• Travelers who value food, service, and immersive itineraries 

• Fewer crowds and more personalized atmosphere 
 

Cruise Lines: 

• Azamara 

• Oceania Cruises 
 

    This is often the “sweet spot” for many travelers, offering a more refined experience without going 

fully luxury.  
 
 

4.      Small Ship & Yacht-Style Cruising 
These cruise lines offer a more intimate, boutique experience with a strong focus on unique 
destinations and personalized service. 
 
Best for:   

• Intimate, relaxed atmosphere  

• Unique itineraries and ports  

• Destination-focused travel 
 
Cruise Lines:  

• Windstar Cruises  

• SeaDream Yacht Club  

• The Ritz-Carlton Yacht Collection 
 

    These smaller ships can access ports that larger vessels cannot, creating a more exclusive and 

immersive experience that feels closer to private yachting than traditional cruising. 
 
 

5.      Luxury & All-Inclusive Cruising 
These cruise lines focus on high-end experiences, with most inclusions already built into the fare. 
 
Best for: 

• High-end, seamless travel  

• Inclusions (drinks, excursions, gratuities)  

• Personalized service 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Cruise Lines: 

• Regent Seven Seas Cruises  

• Silversea  

• Seabourn  

• Crystal Cruises  

• Explora Journeys 
 

     Luxury cruising is not just about the ship.  It’s about the overall experience, from service to 

curated destinations. 
 
 

6.      Unique, Lifestyle & Expedition Cruising 

These cruise lines offer experiences that go beyond traditional cruising. Whether it’s a unique 
onboard atmosphere or exploring some of the world’s most remote destinations. 

  
Best for: 

• Travelers looking for something beyond traditional cruising  

• Unique experiences, destinations, or onboard atmosphere  

• More immersive, niche, or specialized travel styles 
 
Cruise Lines:  

• Virgin Voyages (modern, adults-only, social vibe)  

• Paul Gauguin (Tahiti & South Pacific focus)   

• Quark Expeditions (polar exploration)   

• Hurtigruten (Norway, expedition-style journeys)   

• Ponant Explorations (luxury expedition experiences) 
 

   These cruises are less about the traditional onboard experience and more about the journey itself. 

Whether that’s a vibrant social atmosphere or a once-in-a-lifetime expedition to remote parts of the 
world. 
 
 

7.      River Cruising 

River cruises offer a completely different experience - more relaxed, scenic, and culturally immersive. 
 
Best for: 

• Travelers who enjoy slower-paced travel   

• Cultural experiences and guided tours  

• Smaller ships and central city docking 
 
River Cruise Lines:    

• Viking River Cruises   

• AMA Waterways   

• Avalon Waterways   

• Emerald Cruises   

• Scenic Luxury Cruises & Tours   

• Uniworld Boutique River Cruises 
  



 
Also offering river-style or touring experiences:   

• Tauck  

• Abercrombie & Kent   

• Gate 1 Travel   

• Globus   

• Trafalgar  

• Contiki   

• Celebrity Cruises 
 

    River cruising is one of the easiest and most immersive ways to explore Europe and beyond.  

Everything is close, walkable, and included. 
 
 

  Final Thoughts From Grace 

 
Choosing the right cruise line is just as important as choosing the itinerary. The best cruise for one 
traveler may not be the best fit for another and that’s where expert guidance makes all the difference. 
 
Whether you’re looking for a fun and social getaway, a luxury all-inclusive experience, or an 
immersive cultural journey, there is a cruise line that fits your style perfectly. The key is matching the 
experience to what matters most to you. 
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