
     Grace’s Cruises – Insider Travel Tip: Embarkation Day Essentials  
Embarkation Day is exciting — but it can also feel chaotic if you’re not prepared. After 25+ years in 
travel, I’ve learned that a smooth boarding day comes down to simple planning and smart 
preparation.   Here’s how to set yourself up for a seamless start to your cruise vacation. 
 

  

      1. Choose the Right Arrival Time   
Most cruise lines now assign staggered arrival windows.  

• Arrive within your scheduled boarding time — too early may mean waiting outside. 

• Earlier boarding times give you more time to explore the ship before it gets busy. 

• If flying in the same day (not my first recommendation), choose the earliest possible flight. 
 

    Very Important: Cruise lines typically close terminal check-in one hour before the ship’s 

scheduled departure time. If you arrive after check-in closes, you will not be permitted to board — 
even if the ship is still in port. Always plan to arrive well before this cutoff time. 
 

   Tip: I strongly recommend arriving in your departure city at least one day prior, especially for 

international cruises. 
 
 

      2. Pack A Smart Carry-On Bag   
Your luggage may not arrive at your cabin for several hours.  In your carry-on, include: 

• Passport & travel documents 

• Cruise boarding pass 

• Medications 

• Change of clothes or swimwear 

• Sunglasses & sunscreen 

• Chargers 

• Small valuables 
 

   Tip:  If you plan to enjoy the pool or spa right away, pack your swimsuit in your carry-on. 

 
  

      3. Complete Online Check-In in Advance  
This saves time at the cruise terminal.   Before departure: 

• Upload passport details 

• Add emergency contact information 

• Enter payment method for onboard charges 

• Print or download boarding documents 
    
 

      4. Understanding Your Onboard Account   
Your cruise card (or wearable medallion/wristband) is your key to everything onboard.  It functions as: 

• Your cabin key 

• Your onboard charge card 

• Your ID for getting on/off the ship 
 
Make sure your credit card is linked properly before sailing. 



        5. Avoid The Buffet Rush   
Many guests head straight to the buffet — and it can get crowded quickly.    
Instead: 

• Check if specialty or main dining venues are open for lunch 

• Explore less crowded spaces 

• Take time to familiarize yourself with the ship layout 
 
Embarkation afternoon is perfect for touring the ship while it's quieter. 

  
 

       6. Download the Cruise Line App Before Boarding  
Most cruise lines use their app for:   

• Daily schedules 

• Dining reservations 

• Shore excursion bookings 

• Messaging family members onboard 
 
Download and log in before you leave home — ship WiFi can be slower during boarding.  

 

 

      7. Don’t Plan Anything Critical On Day One  
Your first day should be relaxed.   Avoid: 

• Scheduling spa appointments immediately 

• Booking specialty dining before confirming luggage arrival 

• Planning tight timelines 
 
Give yourself time to settle in and enjoy the excitement. 
 
 

  First-Time Cruiser Bonus Tips 
• Attend the sail-away party — it’s a special moment. 

• Do a quick walk of your deck to locate stairways and elevators. 

• Unpack once luggage arrives — a tidy cabin feels bigger and more relaxing. 
 

 
 
Grace Markus 
Virtuoso Top Producer / Senior Luxury Travel and Cruise Advisor 
Toll Free:  1-844-84 SHIPS (1-844-847-4477) ext 102 
Direct Line / Text: 604-265-4782 / 604-897-5483 Email:  grace@gracescruises.com  
Grace’s Cruises of the Week:  http://gracescruises.com/    
 

    

mailto:grace@gracescruises.com
http://gracescruises.com/

