Grace’s Cruises — Insider Tip: Travel Apps Everyone Should Download

Your phone can be your most powerful travel tool — if you load it with the right apps before you leave.

The right travel apps can save time, reduce stress, prevent costly mistakes, and make your cruise
and pre/post travel days run far more smoothly. After 25+ years helping clients travel the world, these
are the apps | consistently recommend cruisers install before departure.

Think of this as your digital travel toolkit.

& Cruise Line App (Your First Download — Always)
Every major cruise line now has its own official app — and it's no longer optional.

What it helps with:

Online check-in and boarding documents

Daily schedule and onboard activities

Dining reservations and show bookings

Shore excursion tickets

Deck maps and ship navigation

Onboard spending and account tracking

Messaging travel companions onboard (many lines offer free in-app chat)

Tip: Download and log in before you leave home.

-1 Airline App (For Every Flight You Take)
Install the app for each airline you are flying — even for connections.

What it helps with:

Real-time gate and schedule changes
Mobile boarding passe

Instant delay notifications

Easier rebooking during disruptions
Seat changes and upgrades B
Baggage tracking (on some airlines)

Tip: Turn on notifications — flight changes often appear here before airport screens update.

) Flight Tracking App (Extra Protection)
Recommended: FlightAware or FlightRadar

These apps track your aircraft in real time — helpful when:

You want early warning of delays
You have tight connections
Someone is picking you up
Weather may impact flights

This gives you advance notice before the airline sometimes announces changes.



© Google Maps (Download Offline Maps)

Google Maps is essential — but most travelers forget one key feature.

Before you leave: Download offline maps for your cruise ports and pre/post hotel cities.

Why this matters:
e Works without mobile data
e Helps with walking directions in port
¢ Find restaurants, pharmacies, taxis, and attractions
¢ Navigate without roaming charges
This is one of the simplest stress-reducers when exploring independently.

$.Google Translate (For International Ports)
A must-have for Europe, Asia, South America, and beyond.

What it can do:
e Translate typed phrases instantly
e Voice translation for conversations
e Camera translation for menus and signs
e Offline language downloads
e Show-and-read translation to locals
This is incredibly useful for ordering food, asking directions, and reading transit signs.

#® Ground Transportation Apps
Install at least one before you travel.

Recommended:
e Uber
° Lyft

e Bolt (common in Europe)Local taxi apps (varies by city)

Why this matters:

Cruise line transfers can be convenient — but not always the most economical. Having ride apps

ready gives you options when leaving the port or airport.

Always compare:
Cruise transfer vs Uber vs taxi vs private transfer.

il Connectivity Apps (Avoid Roaming Shock)
If you travel internationally, consider:

e Airalo (eSIM data plans)

e Your mobile carrier travel app

e WhatsApp (widely used globally)



These help you:

Control roaming costs

Buy affordable data plans
Message internationally

Call hotels and drivers via Wi-Fi

¢ Bonus savings: If you wish to download the Airalo app, use my referral code GRACE5704 to save US
$3.00 or CA $4.50 off your first purchase.

Document Storage App (Backup Everything)
Use one secure cloud location:

e Google Drive

e Apple Notes

e Dropbox

Store:
e Passport photo page
Cruise tickets
Flight confirmations
Hotel reservations
Travel insurance
e Emergency contacts
If your bag or papers are lost — you’re still covered.

I Bonus Tip for Cruisers

Before embarkation day, create a folder on your phone home screen called:
“CRUISE TRIP”
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